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CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses about the introduction, consist of background, 

the problem of the study, the objective of the study, the scope of the study, the 

significances of the study, and definition of operational items. 

  

A.    The Background of the Study 

Language means communication. Creating good communication means having 

the ability to enrich students with language knowledge. In the era of globalization, 

English has become the most important communication language. As we know, almost 

all aspects of life use English in communication. Therefore, in order to communica te 

better, it is necessary to master English. In middle school, English is one of the 

compulsory subjects that must be studied. In order to support the mastery of English 

skills, students should learn vocabulary as a basis for communication. Because 

vocabulary is one of the most important elements in foreign language learning. 

The researcher discussed especially about vocabulary skills. Vocabulary is 

essential to be studied because vocabulary is essential for the successful use of foreign 

languages. If we do not have a good vocabulary, language learners will not be able to 

use the structures and functions we might learn to communicate in an understandable 
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way. Without a good vocabulary, other language skills and language elements will not 

be developed. It is called the basic foundation of language skills; according to 

Alqahtani (2015), vocabulary is the main part of language learning and also one of the 

essential language elements. Therefore, students should master a great number of 

vocabularies to easily reveal their ideas, emotions, and desires in English and express 

their opinions. There are many ways to improve vocabulary in the classroom, such as 

Games, Flashcards, English movies, podcasts, music, songs, etc.  

In this study, the researcher focused on English songs. Students can learn many 

useful words, sentences, and phrases through song and how to pronounce the words, 

which can motivate them to learn English and help them improve their vocabulary 

ability. Because learning will be more enjoyable if interesting songs are used in English 

lessons, songs can be an effective learning tool. Because in this era, most of the students 

are known some English songs and choose English songs as their learning media.  

According to Nambiar (1985, p. 80), songs create a fun and informal atmosphere 

in the classroom that is a far more conducive environment for language learning than 

a strictly regimented atmosphere. When the atmosphere of classes is fresh, it will 

guarantee that the students feel fresh in learning vocabulary. According to Limbong 

(2012), pop songs motivating students to learn a language. Because, learning through 

English songs it does not necessitate a lot of time or meetings (Agustin, 2016). Teachers 

must be innovative in the classroom in order to pique students’ interest in English. 

Therefore, their interest in English will be an essential basis for obtaining more 

satisfactory English skills. Learning using English songs will improve students' 

vocabulary easily. Nurkhaeni (2010) stated that, teaching English songs can makes 

students enjoy the learning process. Students will learn more effectively if they enjoy 

the process. As a result, the student will be more interested in learning English through 

songs that make the environment more enjoyable and not boring. Songs have been parts 

of the human experience.  

A previous study was conducted by Winasih (2018) entitled “Students Perception 

on using Song to improve students’ motivation in learning English at the tenth grade 
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of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta in 2017/2018 Academic Year.” The researcher 

found that the students had difficulties while studying using songs as media: confusion 

in understanding the meaning of song lyrics, unusual use of English songs and 

differentiation in English proficiency. Another researcher from Ummi (2019), found a 

positive perception on the use of English songs to improve student’s vocabulary 

mastery at Eight grade of Mts Zending Medan. The researcher found that using English 

songs in teaching vocabulary has so much usefulness; for example, students could 

easily understand the meaning of the songs and memorize new vocabulary. It consisted 

of one class and 21 students as respondents.  

Based on the previous study, English songs are used to help students increase 

their vocabulary skills. A case study has been conducted in SMPN 13 Tambun Selatan 

from VII, VIII and IX grades. The researcher was interested in investigate and focus 

on students' perception of English songs to improve vocabulary.  Hopefully, the result 

of this study will help the teachers to teach the students in nowadays through English 

songs to improve students' vocabulary and make a good atmosphere in the class. 

Because songs can make learning English more fun. According to Millington (2011), 

the song’s lyrics will make the students can memorize vocabulary easier. It helps 

students remember easily. 

 

B.    The Problem of the Study 

Based on the background of the study, the study focuses on secondary school 

students' perception of the use of English songs to improve vocabulary. It was 

conducted to answer the question, “What are the students' perceptions on the use of 

English songs to Improve Students' Vocabulary at SMPN 13 Tambun Selatan?" 
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C.    The Objective of the Study 

Based on the background and the problem of the study above, the goals of this 

study were “to investigate the students’ perception on the use of English songs to 

Improve Students’ Vocabulary at SMPN 13 Tambun Selatan”. 

 

D.    The Scope of the Study 

Due to the current condition of Covid-19, the researcher used virtual meetings. 

The research was more considerate to limited time, sample, budget, knowledge, and 

resources so that researcher was limited on the use of English songs in learning English, 

especially in vocabulary achievement. To overcome the data, the participants in this  

study were SMPN 13 Tambun Selatan students from 3 different grades. The process of 

distributing the instruments and collecting the data using questionnaires by Google 

Form and sharing the link via WhatsApp.  The process of study was around virtual or 

online. 

 

E.     The Significances of the Study 

The researcher hoped this study could give useful information and contribution to 

the English teachers and researchers as follow: 

1) For teachers 

This study hopefully provides necessary information for maximizing the use of 

English songs to improve students’ vocabulary. 

2) For students 

This study will provide information about the students’ perception of English 

songs to improve students’ vocabulary. 

3) For future researchers  

Hopefully, the result of this study will provide useful information for research in 

the same area. 
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F.     Definition of Operational Terms 

1.  Perception 

According to Young Adrian as stated in Desika (2020), perception is an activity 

in perceiving, integrating, and evaluating physical or social objects. Feelings usually 

depend on physical and social stimuli in the environment. This environment will be 

handled together with other things previously studied, in the form of hopes, values, 

memories, attitudes, etc. 

 

2. Song 

 Song is a type of poem that is sung with musical accompaniment. Everyone 

likes a song. Songs have the power of magic. Only by listening to the songs, people 

can cry, laugh, sad or angry. From songs, they can also learn a lot of things such as 

culture and new words. The researcher believes that songs can be used as an alternat ive 

way in language learning. Songs can make the learning process more interesting and 

comfortable. Because the song’s lyric has a meaning. In now days, most of the students 

likes English songs. English songs will improve students' vocabulary and can stimula te 

their brain function. Besides, the meaning of songs provides a stimulus for learning 

vocabulary, language, listening, and oral memory. Learners require a practical and 

engaging teaching method in order to integrate themselves into English. For example, 

singing English songs can make students integrate into English (Gushendra, 2017). 

 

3. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is essential in language learning. Vocabulary is also important for 

learning to read, speak, write, and listen. People who lack a sufficient vocabulary are 

unable to communicate and express themselves effectively, both orally and in writing. 

The more people who master vocabulary, the more easily they can speak, write, read, 

and listen. According to Nurkhaeni (2010), students can easily understand and 

memorize new vocabulary by using English songs. According to Burhayani (2013), 

Effectiveness can be accomplished because song helps students enjoy the learning 



6 

 

 
Universitas Kristen Indonesia              

 

process and makes students easily remember new words. Singing songs and engaging 

in songs allow students to know what new words or words mean without asking others 

or looking for them in a dictionary.


