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Preface

This book presents the proceedings of the 15th Asia TEFL and 64th TEFLIN International 
Conference held in Yogyakarta from 13–15 July 2017 co-hosted by Yogyakarta State Univer-
sity, TEFLIN (the Association for the Teaching of English as a Foreign Language in Indo-
nesia), and Asia TEFL. This conference was designed to provide a forum for EFL teaching 
and learning researchers, policy makers and practitioners to assemble in the spirit of “learn-
ing and growing together” to: (a) engage in  an informed, critical and insightful dialogue 
about enhancing learning for all students in all settings in all countries, a dialogue about 
what works, how it works, what it takes to make things work, and how to develop thereon a 
new understanding of the nature of EFL teaching and learning; (b) strengthen national and 
international EFL education networks to promote powerful research in TEFL effectiveness, 
improvement, and innovation and to engage EFL learning and teaching researchers, policy 
makers, and practitioners in ongoing conversations about the interpretation and the applica-
tion of research in practice; and (c) critically examine the strengths and weaknesses of dif-
ferent theoretical paradigms of language learning and to explore how different conceptions 
frame and influence the whole business of TEFL, especially in a global, knowledge-based, 
technologically wired context.

The above purpose was achieved by raising the theme ELT in Asia in the Digital Era: Glo-
bal Citizenship and Identity from which four subthemes were derived: (1) English language 
teaching and learning developments – What do they mean in different contexts with differ-
ent paradigms?, (2) Exploring the relationship between the knowledge-based era and TEFL 
development, (3) Exploring and understanding today’s demands for foreign languages: 
Going beyond English language competencies, and (4) Transforming TEFL in the fully dig-
ital world. 

This conference presented eleven plenary speakers, 14 workshops, and around 800 concur-
rent papers, which were enjoyed by around more than 1000 participants from 32 countries. 
Three of the plenary speakers responded positively to the Committee’s request to submit 
their papers to be published in this book. Among the papers submitted for the proceedings, 
68 were regarded as meeting the criteria and these papers have been grouped in four parts 
according to these four subthemes in this book.

Part I presents 19 papers talking, among others, about teacher development, learners, 
learning strategies, curriculum, teaching methods, and material development. A paper enti-
tled Teacher development in content-based instruction by Diane J. Tedick opens this part. Part 
II presents 14 papers talking, among others, about needs analysis, gender disparity, teaching 
creative writing, and language awareness. Part III presents 22 papers, beginning with a paper 
entitled Developing fluency by I.S.P. Nation. Other papers are talking, among others, about 
global citizenship, world Englishes, English varieties, teacher accountability, ICT-based test-
ing, and code switching. Part IV presents 13 papers, beginning with a paper by Anthony 
Liddicoat entitled Intercultural language teaching and learning in the digital era. So, altogether 
this book presents 68 papers.

This book will hopefully facilitate the sharing of knowledge between the writers and the 
readers for purposes of developing the teaching of English as a foreign language in this dig-
ital era. 
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