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Why populism and human rights ?

Less research about populism and human 
rights (Ronald A Pernia; Joseph P. Braun)

It is crucial to rethink about the populist 
challenge to human rights (Philip Alston, 
Veronika Bilkova)

Duterte’s focus on national security 
threats has led to serious human rights 
violations (OHCHR, HRW, Amnesty Int’l) .



Understanding populism and human rights

• Populism is “an ideology that considers society to be ultimately 
separated into two homogeneous and antagonistic groups, ‘the pure 
people’ versus ‘the corrupt elite’, and which argues that politics 
should be an expression of the volonté générale (general will) of the 
people” (Mudde, 2017)

• Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of 
race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other 
status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom 
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the 
right to work and education, and many more. Everyone is entitled to 
these rights, without discrimination (https://www.un.org/).



• Populism is a threat to human rights (Ronald A Pernia,Philip Alston, 
Veronika Bilkova, Joseph Braun)

Populism and Human Rights : How is the relationship ? 

Bilkova : 

• Security Argument 

• Legitimacy Argument 

• Democracy Argument

Braun : 

• Level of threat

• Economy growth

How Populist leaders encourage a drastic rights abuses ?



How Duterte achieved power ? 

• Duterte came to power in 2016. He is the 16th President of the Philippines.

• To gain support, Duterte used his populist appeal among Filipinos.

• Cas Mudde defined populism as “an ideology that considers society to be ultimately 
separated into two homogeneous and antagonistic groups, ‘the pure people’ versus 
‘the corrupt elite’, and which argues that politics should be an expression of the 
volonté générale (general will) of the people”.

• In duterte’s case the populist dichotomy is one between virtuous citizens versus 
hardened criminals - (Curato).

• Duterte gain support not only from the poor but also from the middle class – uber
driver, call centre workers, Uber drivers, overseas Filipino workers and  the new 
middle class -nannies, nurses, seamen, overseas construction workers , call centres
worker (Charmaine G. Ramos)



Human rights violation in the Philippines

OHCHR, 2019

• Extrajudicial Killing 
and Impunity

• Death penalty

• Attack the freedom 
of expression

• Internal armed 
conflict, counter-
terror and security

• Attack the children 
rights

Human Rights Watch, 
2019

• Extrajudicial Killings 

• Attack to Human 
Rights Defenders

• Attack to Children’s 
Rights

• Attack on Journalists

Amnesty International, 
2019

• Extrajudicial Killing and 
Impunity

• Attack to Human 
Rights Defenders

• Attacks on Media

• Attacks to Children 
Rights 



Extrajudicial Killings

OHCHR, 2019



Extrajudicial Killings

OHCHR, 2019



The Philippine Drug Enforcement Administration (PDEA) 
proposed to test all students age 10

Attack to 
Children’s 
Rights



The House of Representatives killed the franchise of broadcast giant ABS-CBN, 
which forced the company to shut down 

Attack on Journalists



How Duterte legitimizes his human rights abuses ?

Security

86,6 % 
Filipinos view 
drug problem 
is a national 
threat and 
serious crisis.

Sheila Royo Maxwell,2018



How Duterte rationalizes his human rights 
abuses ?

Legitimacy & 
Democracy
 78% support Duterte’s 

handling of the illegal-
drugs issue 

 62% say that the 
Philippine government is 
making progress in its 
anti-drug campaign.



Minimum Level of threat

Duterte ousted 
opposition and 
enemy 

 Senator backed 
Duterte

9 out 12 elected 
senatorial are 
Duterte allies 
(2019 senatorial 
elections)



High Growth Economic 
Performance

80% satisfied with Duterte’s 
handling of the economy 



Social Spending 
Increase

Poverty 
Decline



Populist Program



Police officers receive pay hike



Conclusion
1. The understanding of populism and human rights in 
the Philippines strengthens the hypothesis that 
populism is a threat to human rights.

2. There are 5 factors contribute to strengthening human 
rights violations in the Philippines : security, legitimacy, 
democracy, economy and level of threats.

3. The Philippines case shows that populist leader (Duterte) have the opportunity to 
commit serious human rights violations because he get the Filipinos support. 86,6% 
Filipinos believe that drug problem is a national threat and 86% Filipinos support his war 
on drug policy. 

4. The masses also support Duterte because He is able to maintain economic stability and 
has budget to finance his social programs and especially to hike the PNP/Police officer  
salary. 

5. The lack of internal and external threats against Duterte finally contributed to nurture 
the human rights violations in the Philippines.
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