UNVEILING CAPITALISM POTRAYED THROUGH KUANG’S
NOVEL BABEL, OR THE NECESSITY OF VIOLENCE

SKRIPSI

By

ELIZABETH PRICILLIA FRANCIS RAIRATU
20201150017

ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGES
UNIVERSITAS KRISTEN INDONESIA
JAKARTA
2025



UNVEILING CAPITALISM POTRAYED THROUGH KUANG’S
NOVEL BABEL, OR THE NECESSITY OF VIOLENCE

SKRIPSI

Presented to the Faculty of Literature and languages Universitas Kristen Indonesia in
partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Sarjana Sastra

By

ELIZABETH PRICILLIA FRANCIS RAIRATU
20201150017

ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGES
UNIVERSITAS KRISTEN INDONESIA
JAKARTA
2025



@ STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY OF SKRIPSI

1, the undersigned:

Name : Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu
Student Number  :2021150017

Study Program : English Literature

Faculty : Letters and Languages

Hereby declare that the thesis paper entitled “Unveiling Capitalism Portrayed
Through Kuang's Novel Babel, Or the Necessity of Violence” is:

1. Created and completed by myself using the results of lectures, field reviews,
books, and journal references listed in my final project’s references;

2. It is not a duplication of a paper that has been published or used to obtain a
bachelor’s degree at another university, except for the parts of the source of
information that are listed in a proper reference manner;

3. It is not a translation work from a collection of reference books or journals
listed in the reference to the assignment.

If it is proven that I do not fulfil what is stated above, then this final project is
considered null and void.

Jakarta, July 8% 2024

2872ANX044308801

Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu



\  UNIVERSITAS KRISTEN INDONESIA
Y , FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGES

ADVISOR APPROVAL SHEET

Unveiling Capitalism Portrayed Through Kuang’s Novel Babel, Or the
Necessity of Violence by R.F Kuang

By:
Name : Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu
Student Number  : 2021150017

Study Program : English Literature
Concentration : Literature

Examined and approved to be submitted and defended in the skripsi defense to
attain a Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature, at the Faculty Letters and
Languages, Universitas Kristen Indonesia.

Jakarta, July 8" 2024
Approved by:
Advisor

o Sy

(Dr. rer. pol. Ied Veda Rimrosa Sitepu, S.S., M.A.)
03-2103-6702

Head of English Literature Study Program

nede

/

(Mike Wijaya Saragih, S.S., M.Hum.)
03-3011-8802




~ \ o y UNIVERSITAS KRISTEN INDONESIA
FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGES

SKRIPSI DEFENSE APPROVAL SHEET

On July 8" 2024 a Skripsi Defense was held in partial fulfillment of the academic
requirements to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in the English Literature Faculty Language
and Letters, Universitas Kristen Indonesia, on behalf of:

Name : Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu
Student Number 12021150017

Study Program : English Literature

Faculty : Letters and Languages

including the skripsi exam entitled “Unveiling Capitalism Portrayed Through Kuang’s
Novel Babel, Or the Necessity of Violence” by the examiner team consisting of:

Board of Examiners
Signature
1. Mike Wijaya Saragih, S.S., M.Hum. Head 'R‘Q'
2. Susanne A H. Sitohang, S.S., M.A. Member
3. Dr. rer. pol. led Veda Rimrosa Sitepu, S.S., M.A. Member %}f—)
e
Jakarta, July 8 2024



| UNIVERSITAS KRISTEN INDONESIA
\7 FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGES

STATEMENT AND APPROVAL OF PUBLICATION
1, the undersigned:

Name : Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu

Student Number ~ : 2021150017

Study Program : English Literature

Faculty : Letters and Languages

Type of Final Project: Skripsi

Title : " Unveiling Capitalism Portrayed Through Kuang’s Novel

Babel, Or the Necessity of Violence"
State that:

1. This skripsi is truly my work with advice from the academic advisor and
not a duplicate of existing published document or one that has been used
to acquire academic title in any college;

2. This skripsi is not a plagiarism of writing of any other parties, and if I/we
quote other writing then it will be included as reference in accordance
with the prevailing provision;

3. I transfer Non-Exclusive Right without Royalty to Universitas Kristen
Indonesia that has the right to store, transfer, make into media/format,
organize in database, keep and publish my final project provided that my
name is included as the writer/author and owner of the copyright.

If the violation of Copyright and Intellectual Property is found in the future of
violation of Regulation of Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia and

academic integrity in my final project, I will bear the responsibility for all kind
of prevailing lawsuit

Jakarta, July 8% 2024

Elizabeth Pricillia Francis Rairatu



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Praise and gratitude are given to Almighty God, for His blessings, love, and grace
have enabled the author to complete this skripsi titled " Unveiling Capitalism Portrayed
Through Kuang’s Novel Babel, Or the Necessity of Violence"

This research is written and compiled as the present writer’s final assignment, and
as a requirement to pass the Bachelor's Thesis Defence and obtain a Bachelor of Satra
(S.S) degree in the English Literature Study Program.

In the process of constructing this thesis, the present writer also acknowledges the
no little constraint and obstacle that the present writer faces. The present writer also
acknowledges that this thesis is far from perfection and still consists of deficiency that is
caused by the limitation that the present writer is consistent with. But thanks to the help,
support and contribution from many parties, the present writer is able to finish this thesis
in time.

In this opportunity, filled with humble and sincerity, the present writer would like
to express her deepest thank you to:

1. To Dr. rer. pol. led Veda Rimrosa Sitepu, S.S., M.A, as the present writer’s
advisor during her time constructing this thesis as well as deputy dean at
Universitas Kristen Indonesia. To Head of Study Program English Literature
Mike Wijaya Saragih, S.S.M.Hum as well as to Dean of the Letters and Language
Faculty Susanne A.H. Sitohang, S.S., M.A.

2. All staff of Literature and Language Faculty, Universitas Kristen Indonesia, who
also contributed to supporting the construction and technical affairs on this thesis.

3. Tomy friends, Thesalonika Alvina, Andriani Grace Naomi, and Kirsten Ruth who
have supported and help in constructing this thesis. As well as Daniel Melano,
Tirza Yosephine, and Shyla Dwistyan who have supported the present writer
emotionally throughout the process of creating this thesis.

4. Lastly, to the present writer’s parents Paula Sinthya Nussy and Francky Rairatu
who have supported the present writer in the process of this thesis creation.
Without them, the present writer would not gain enough push into finishing this

thesis with a sense of pride and serenity.

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ....ciiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e nenees Vi
TABLE OF CONTENT ..coiiii et e e r e e e e e e vii
AB ST RACT oot e e e r e e e e e e e e e e e e n s IX
AB ST RAK et a e e e e e —aa e e e e ———aaas X
(O o 1 ol I SRRSO 1
INTRODUGCTION ..ottt e e e e s e e e e e e e s st rr e e e e e e s s annrenaeneeeas 1
1.1 Background Of RESEAICH .........c.eiiiiiiiiiiie e 1
1.2 Statement Of the ProbIem ..o 2
1.3 PUrpoSe OF the STUAY ..evee it 2
1.4 Significance OF the STUY ..........ooiiiiiiiiie e 3
1.5 Methodology OF STUAY .........ooiiiiiiieie e e 3
1.6 Scope and Limitation of the STUAY ..........cccceiiiiiiiiii e 3
1.7 Status OF the STUAY .......eeieiee et 4
1.8 Organization 0f the STUAY ............c.iimiii i 5
CHAPTER Tl .ottt bttt et ahte st e nneenne e e e 6
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ..iiuveitiiiicit e see et nna e 6
N O o1 7= 1|10 PSSR 6
2.3 Colonialism and CapitaliSIm .........cocieiiiieeeie e 7
2.3 State CapitaliSIM . .....ee i s 8
2.4 AcademiC CapitaliSM.......ciiie i et 9
2.5 Racial CapitaliSM........c..eeiiiiieiie e 10
2.6 Colonial Capitalism History of England and China............cccccccovveeiiiieiiiec i, 10
VA To] (< o= TP PR 11
CHAPTER ..ottt ta e nneennes 13
UNVEILING CAPITALISM POTRAYED THROUGH KUANG'’S NOVEL BABEL, OR
THE NECESSITY OF VIOLENCE .....c.ooiiiiiiiiiee e 13
3.1 Forms of Capitalism in Babel ............cccooeoiiiii e 13
3.1.1 Academic CapitaliSM .......cc.oeoiiiiieiie e 13
3.1.2 Colonial CapitaliSM..........uvviiiiiiiie e 14

vii



1.1.3  State CapitaliSM.........ooiiiiiiiiiie s 16

3.2 The Impact of Capitalism for the Story ..........cccceiiiiiii 17
3.2.1 Capitalist Exploitation and Inequalities ...........cccocoeriieiiiiiie i 17
3.2.2 Cultural Erasure and Dehumanization .............cccooveiiiennennieiiiene e 18
3.2.3 Resistance and Rebellion...........ccooveiiiiiiiii e 20

3.3 The Message about CapitaliSM ..........cceeiiiiiiiiiieie e 21
3.3.1 Criticism on Exploitation and Corruption INjUStiCe ...........cccevvvieriviiiiennnnne 21
3.3.2 Awareness of Cultural 1dentity ..........cccoooveiieiiiiiie e 23

CHAPTER TV ettt e et e e e st e e e 25
CONCLUSION. ...ttt ettt bt rat s e arae s bt e st e bt e sbeeseeeteesteeteeneeaneesneenneas 25

4.1 CONCIUSION 1.ttt ettt ekttt be e bt h ettt et e et e nbe et e e nnee s 25

4.2 SUGIESTION ..ttt bbbttt ettt ettt et 26
REFERENGES ...ttt sk et a e bbbt a e e et a e e e st e e e e nnees 27
APPENDIX |ttt a e a e e e 29
APPENDIEX Tttt bbb et b bbb 30

viii



ABSTRACT

This research is taken from the novel Babel by R.F Kuang. In her novel, R.F Kuang
explores themes of colonisation and the exploitation of resources and labour, offering a
dark yet imaginative portrayal of these historical processes. The purpose of the research
is to 1) show types of capitalism depicted in R.F Kuang’s Babel, 2) examine the impacts
of capitalism towards the setting and characters in the story’s environment, 3) and discuss
the author’s message on the topic of capitalism. This research employs a qualitative
research method while also using theories such as Janet Adam Smith’s theory of
Capitalism, and Frantz Fanon's theory of violence. The result of this research reveals three
types of capitalism present in the novel: academic capitalism, colonial capitalism, and
state capitalism. Through these three forms of capitalism, the author illustrates the
resulting impacts within the story. These impacts include exploitation and inequality
within the narrative's environment, as well as cultural erasure and dehumanization. The
novel also portrays resistance and rebellion as responses to capitalism. From these
impacts, the study identifies the conveyed messages, which critique exploitation and
dehumanization, while emphasizing the importance of awareness of cultural identity. This
study concludes that capitalism that is portrayed in the novel Babel becomes a discussing
theme on revelling the negative affects of capitalism towards minority groups and the
younger generations and how these groups have the power to reshape the injustice and
discrimination of the flawed system.

Keywords: Capitalism, Violence, Colonialism, Babel, or the Necessity of Violence, R.F
Kuang

Universitas Kristen Indonesia



ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini diambil dari novel Babel karya R.F. Kuang. Dalam novelnya, R.F Kuang
eksplorasi tema-tema kolonialisasi dan eksploitasi sumber daya dan tenaga kerja,
menawarkan Gambaran yang kelam namun imajinatif dari proses-proses Sejarah. Tujuan
penelitian ini adalah untuk 1) menunjukkan jenis-jenis kapitalisme yang digambarkan
dalam Babel karya R.F. Kuang, 2) memeriksa dampak kapitalisme terhadap latar dan
karakter dalam lingkungan cerita, dan 3) membahas pesan penulis tentang topik
kapitalisme. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif serta teori-teori
seperti teori teori Kapitalisme Janet Adam Smith, dan teori kekerasan Frantz Fanon. Hasil
dari penelitian ini membuktikan terdapat 3 jenis kapitalisme yang terdapat dalam novel
yang diteliti. 3 jenis kapitalisme ini merupakan kapitalisme akademik, kapitalisme
kolonial, dan kapitalisme negara. Melalui 3 jenis kapitalisme yang ditunjukan dalam
novel, sang penulis novel dapat menunjukan dampak — dampak yang terjadi dalam cerita.
Dampak yang dihasilkan oleh jenis — jenis kapitalisme tersebut merupakan eksploitasi
dan ketidaksetaraan yang terjadi dalam lingkungan cerita, beserta juga penghapusan
budaya dan dehumanisasi. Terdapat juga penolakan dan pemberontakan yang merupakan
hasil dari kapitalisme dalam novel. Dari dampak — dampak tersebut, ditemukanlah pesan
— pesan yang disampikan mengenai kritik terhadap eksploitasi dan dehumanisasi berserta
kesadaran terhadap identitas budaya.

Kata Kunci: Kapitalisme, Kekerasan, Kolonialisme, Babel, or the Necessity of
Violence, R.F Kuang

Universitas Kristen Indonesia
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