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Dear Dr Sinambela, 

 

I can now inform you that the Editorial Board has evaluated the manuscript HORTI27095: 

APPLICATION OF AN INDUCTIVE SENSOR SYSTEM FOR IDENTIFYING RIPENESS 

AND FORECASTING HARVEST TIME OF OIL PALM. 

 

You are advised that the manuscript is not acceptable for publication at this time, but could be 

reconsidered for publication after major revision and additional peer review.  

 

The comments below should be taken into account when revising the manuscript for 

resubmission. Along with your revised manuscript, you will need to supply a covering letter in 

which you list all the changes you have made to the manuscript, and in which you detail your 

responses to all the comments passed by the reviewer(s) and the Editor. Should you disagree 

with any comment(s), please explain why. 

Please, colour your changes in the revised manuscript or use "track changes" that reviewers and 

editors can immediately recognize where the changes have been made. 

 

To submit a revision, please visit https://ees.elsevier.com/horti/ and log in as an Author. 

 

Your username is: rismensinambela@gmail.com 

If you need to retrieve password details, please go to: 

http://ees.elsevier.com/horti/automail_query.asp 

 

NOTE: Upon submitting your revised manuscript, please upload the source files for your article. 

For additional details regarding acceptable file formats, please refer to the Guide for Authors at: 

http://www.elsevier.com/journals/scientia-horticulturae/0304-4238/guide-for-authors 

 

When submitting your revised paper, we ask that you include the following items: 

 

Manuscript and Figure Source Files (mandatory) 

 

We cannot accommodate PDF manuscript files for production purposes. We also ask that when 

submitting your revision you follow the journal formatting guidelines.  Figures and tables may 
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be embedded within the source file for the submission as long as they are of sufficient resolution 

for Production.For any figure that cannot be embedded within the source file (such as *.PSD 

Photoshop files), the original figure needs to be uploaded separately. Refer to the Guide for 

Authors for additional information. 

http://www.elsevier.com/journals/scientia-horticulturae/0304-4238/guide-for-authors 

 

Highlights (mandatory) 

 

Highlights consist of a short collection of bullet points that convey the core findings of the article 

and should be submitted in a separate file in the online submission system. Please use 

'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points (maximum 85 characters, including 

spaces, per bullet point). See the following website for more information  

http://www.elsevier.com/highlights 

 

Graphical Abstract (optional) 

 

Graphical Abstracts should summarize the contents of the article in a concise, pictorial form 

designed to capture the attention of a wide readership online. Refer to the following website for 

more information: http://www.elsevier.com/graphicalabstracts  

 

You will see a menu item called Submission Needing Revision. The revised manuscript and 

covering letter can be submitted there.  

 

Please note that we allow 42 days for author revisions. 

 

 

MethodsX file (optional) 

 

If you have customized (a) research method(s) for the project presented in your Scientia 

Horticulturae article, you are invited to submit this part of your work as MethodsX article 

alongside your revised research article. MethodsX is an independent journal that publishes the 

work you have done to develop research methods to your specific needs or setting. This is an 

opportunity to get full credit for the time and money you may have spent on developing research 

methods, and to increase the visibility and impact of your work.  

 

How does it work? 

1)      Fill in the MethodsX article template: https://www.elsevier.com/MethodsX-template 

2)      Place all MethodsX files (including graphical abstract, figures and other relevant files) into 

a .zip file and upload this as a 'Method Details (MethodsX) ' item alongside your revised Scientia 

Horticulturae manuscript. Please ensure all of your relevant MethodsX documents are zipped 

into a single file.  

3)       If your Scientia Horticulturae research article is accepted, your MethodsX article will 

automatically be transferred to MethodsX, where it will be reviewed and published as a separate 
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article upon acceptance.  MethodsX is a fully Open Access journal, the publication fee is only 

520 US$.  

 

Questions?  Please contact the MethodsX team at methodsx@elsevier.com.  Example MethodsX 

articles can be found here: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22150161 

 

Include interactive data visualizations in your publication and let your readers interact and 

engage more closely with your research. Follow the instructions here: 

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-services/data-visualization to find out about available 

data visualization options and how to include them with your article. 

 

MethodsX file (optional) 

We invite you to submit a method article alongside your research article. This is an opportunity 

to get full credit for the time and money you have spent on developing research methods, and to 

increase the visibility and impact of your work. If your research article is accepted, your method 

article will be automatically transferred over to the open access journal, MethodsX, where it will 

be editorially reviewed and published as a separate method article upon acceptance. Both articles 

will be linked on ScienceDirect. Please use the MethodsX template available here when 

preparing your article: https://www.elsevier.com/MethodsX-template. Open access fees apply. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

John PATRICK Bower, PhD 

Editor 

 

Data in Brief (optional): 

 

We invite you to convert your supplementary data (or a part of it) into an additional journal 

publication in Data in Brief, a multi-disciplinary open access journal. Data in Brief articles are a 

fantastic way to describe supplementary data and associated metadata, or full raw datasets 

deposited in an external repository, which are otherwise unnoticed. A Data in Brief article 

(which will be reviewed, formatted, indexed, and given a DOI) will make your data easier to 

find, reproduce, and cite.  

 

You can submit to Data in Brief via the Scientia Horticulturae submission system when you 

upload your revised Scientia Horticulturae manuscript. To do so, complete the template and 

follow the co-submission instructions found here: www.elsevier.com/dib-template. If your 

Scientia Horticulturae manuscript is accepted, your Data in Brief submission will automatically 

be transferred to Data in Brief for editorial review and publication.  

 

Please note: an open access Article Publication Charge (APC) is payable by the author or 

research funder to cover the costs associated with publication in Data in Brief and ensure your 

data article is immediately and permanently free to access by all. For the current APC see: 
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www.elsevier.com/journals/data-in-brief/2352-3409/open-access-journal 

 

Please contact the Data in Brief editorial office at dib-me@elsevier.com or visit the Data in Brief 

homepage (www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/) if you have questions or need further 

information. 

Scientia Horticulturae 

E-mail : sci_horti@elsevier.com 

Note: While submitting the revised manuscript, please double check the author names provided 

in the submission so that authorship related changes are made in the revision stage. If your 

manuscript is accepted, any authorship change will involve approval from co-authors and 

respective editor handling the submission and this may cause a significant delay in publishing 

your manuscript. 

 

Reviewer #1: Article Type: Research Paper 

Identifying of ripeness and forecasting of the harvest time of the oil palm is a very significant 

problem in terms of  the profitability and marketability of the product.  I think the study is 

important to contribute to the solution of this problem.  

Abstract: there is no problem  

Keywords: There is no problem.  

Introduction: Adequate in terms of explaining the aim and significance of the study. 

Materials and Methods: There is no problem.  

Results and discussion: There is no problem 

 

Reference: There are a few  problems. The references on the part of discussion must be 

controlled. For example,  ''Abdullah et al. (Abdullah et al., 2001)'' must be corrected as 'Abdullah 

et al. (2001).  

 

Reviewer #2: General Comment 

Certain specific statements were not referenced. 

Non continuous line number make the review of the manuscript a bit difficult. 

Abstract 

The concluding statement in the abstract should be rewritten 

 

Introduction 

line 4-7 should be properly referenced Page 1 

line 7-11 should be properly referenced page 1 

line 2-6 the concluding statement under introduction should be deleted page 3 

line 6-7 I noted certain inconsistency in the manuscript. The adjustable handle length was given 

as 9 m max in the materials and method Page 4 while the same component was reported as 10 m 

max in the discussion page 11. 

Equation 6 Ht was not defined. 

line 15 page 6 "a good model should have a low rmse and high R square" so how low is 13.45? 

I think using MathType will give a better equation 
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line 4, 7, 12 page 7 'was' should be replaced with 'were' 

Results 

line 14 page 7 'to the' should be replaced with 'in accordance with' 

line 15 'Misron et al.,(Misron et al., 2017)' should be replaced with "Misron et al., (2017) 

Page 8 for the model, cross-validation technique was used and a total of 600 samples was 

employed. what percentage of these sample used for training and what was the percentage used 

for validation? I also do think that the table of cross-validation should be presented. 

line 21 'this is the best way to obtain the highest' should be replaced with "this method 

produced". 

line 15-16 what is the optimum harvest days 90 days after anthesis? please more information 

should be provided on this. 

line 22 page 10 "Saeed et al., (Saeed et al., 2012)" to be replaced with "Saeed et al., (2012). 

line 24 "Abdullah et al.(Abdullah et al., 2001)" to be replaced with "Abdullah et al., (2001). 

line 25-26 page 10 "Alfatni et al. (Alfatni et el., 2014)" to be replaced with "Alfatni et el., (2014). 

line 6 page 11 "In contrast to this study, we" to be replaced with "In contrast this study". 

 

Editor: 

 

The manuscript is acceptable for publication, after some revision. Please see the comments 

above for help in this regard. 

 

For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at 

http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you can search for solutions on a range of 

topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via interactive 

tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further 

assistance from one of our customer support representatives. 

http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923

