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Promoting students’ reading comprehensions in EFL learning  
→Amidst COVID-19 Pandemic is challenging

Technological Learning Environment + New-normal life circumstances

READING – in the foreign language deserves attention (Cross, 1991) In
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Language Anxiety ? Reading Comprehension
a negative link between anxiety and the learning process that can be noticed from their 
academic achievements (Horwitz et al., 1986; Aida, 1994; Elkhafaifi, 2005). 

Anxiety →hinder students from improving their skills while learning English as a second or 
foreign language (Yamat & Bidabadi, 2012; Ali & Fei, 2016; Razak, Yassin, & Maasum, 2017). 



To investigate 

→ whether there was a statistically 
significant correlation between the 
eighth-grade students’ language anxiety 
and their reading comprehension. 
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Reading Comprehension

integration of background knowledge, 

vocabulary, and previous experiences 
(Anderson et al., 1985). 

an active process to which the reader brings 

his or her individual attitudes, interests, 

[and] expectations. (Irwin, 1991, p. 7).

“…making meaning from print and from visual 

information…an active process that requires a 

great deal of practice and skills” (Moreillon, 2007, p.10)

Language Anxiety

“a distinct complex of self-

perceptions, beliefs, feelings, and 

behaviors related to classroom 

language learning arising from

the uniqueness of the language 

learning process” (Horwitz, Horwitz, & Cope, 

1986, p. 128). 

Foreign language anxiety is fear or 

apprehension occurring when a 

learner is expected to perform in a 

second or foreign language (Gardner & 

MacIntyre, 1993). 



Language anxiety “harms learners” performance in many ways, both indirectly through 
worry and self-doubt, and directly by reducing class participation and creating overt 
avoidance of the language” (Xiang, 2004, p. 116). 

Anxiety can negatively affect the language learning experience in numerous ways and that 
reducing anxiety seems to increase language acquisition, retention and learner motivation 
(Wörde, 2004; Horwitz et al., 1986; Young, 1990).

Foreign Language Anxiety and Reading Comprehension

link



Hypothesis
tested in this study, as follows:

there is NO statistically significant 
correlation between the eighth-grade 
students’ language anxiety and their reading 
comprehension.

there is a statistically significant 
correlation between the eighth-grade 
students’ language anxiety and their 
reading comprehension.
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Research Method

Research design → Correlational Study

Population & Subject of the study → 100 students [Grade VIII] of 

SMP N 49 Jakarta

Data collection → Questionnaire [35-item Questionnaire adopted 

from Yassin and Razak, 2018, Foreign Language 

Anxiety Scale] and Reading Comprehension Test 

[35-item multiple choice typed test]

Data analysis → descriptive and inferential statistics



Language Anxiety Level
2.89 Moderate 

1%

18%

46%

30%

5%

Very High High Moderate Low Very Low



Reading Comprehension
27.52 (Very Good)

86%

10%
4%

0 0

Very good Good Moderate Poor Very Poor



Linearity and Normality Tests



Finding
Prerequisite Tests → NOT Fulfilled

DATA → NOT normally distributed → The Spearman's rank-
order correlation (Spearman's correlation)

Spearman's correlation was run to measure the strength 
and direction of the association/relationship between 

the students’ language anxiety and their reading 
comprehension. 



Conclusion
there was a statistically significant, negative 

correlation between the students’ language anxiety 
and their reading comprehension, rs = - 0.237, p < .05.



Teachers → Teaching 

instructions – Technology 
based

Students → having positive 

beliefs and self motivated

Researchers → further 

researches –the nature of the 

further researches 

Implications
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Abstract: 

 
Anxiety remains becoming an internal factor influencing students’ successfulness in learning English 

as a Foreign Language (EFL) namely in Indonesia. This study was aimed at examining whether there 

was a statistically significant correlation between the eighth-grade students’ language anxiety and 

their language skills, namely reading comprehension. This study was a correlational study, which 

participants were one hundred eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 49 Jakarta. Data were collected 

from language anxiety questionnaire and reading comprehension test, and statistically analyzed 

using descriptive and inferential statistics. Pearson product moment correlation and regression 

analysis were used to determine whether there was a significant correlation between the students’ 

language anxiety and their reading comprehension. The data analysis presented that there was a 

statistically significant, negative correlation between the students’ language anxiety and their reading 

comprehension, , r(98) = - 0.237, p < .05, with language anxiety explaining 6.2% of the variability in 

the students’ reading comprehension. Accordingly, it is suggested that EFL teaching and learning 

activities must be in an anxiety-free atmosphere to make the language mastery successful. Moreover, 

the teaching instructions, learning materials, including the assessment must be well-planned.  

 

Keywords: 

Reading comprehension, language anxiety, correlation 

 

 




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Contents
	Slide 4: Introduction
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Hypothesis
	Slide 9: Research Method
	Slide 10: Language Anxiety Level
	Slide 11: Reading Comprehension
	Slide 12: Linearity and Normality Tests
	Slide 13: Finding
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Flayer.pdf (p.6)

